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�Jeff Mullin has seen the newspaper 
business change dramatically in the 32 
years he has been a journalist. He 
talked about the history of 
newspapers, shared an inside look on 
the operation of a daily newspaper and 
looked at the future of papers, 
including the challenges and 
opportunities. 
 
The first newspaper in what is now 
Oklahoma, the Cherokee Advocate, 
began publication in 1844. 

 

2  -  Board Meeting  
9  -  TBA 
I6  - TBA 

23 - TBA 

30 – Sophia Befort,  District   
             5B Governor  
 

Enid’s newspaper history stems from the days following the Cherokee Strip 
Land Run of 1983. Of the three newspapers that laid claim to being the first 
one printed in Enid, the Enid Weekly Eagle was the only one to survive.  The 
Eagle began life printed in a tent in what is now the 100 block of West Maine. 
Its first edition came out September 21, 1893, just five days after the opening 
of the Cherokee Strip.  
 
The Taylor family acquired the Eagle in 1911, while the Garber family 
purchased the News in 1921. The Garbers and the Taylors consolidated the 
papers in 1923. The two families owned and operated the papers until 1988, 
when they sold out to a newspaper chain.  The two merged, creating what is 
now the Enid News & Eagle.  
 
 They have about 115 employees, which includes five departments: 
business, advertising, production, circulation and news. Most of the revenue 
is generated through the advertising department, with their classified and 
display ads.  
 
In addition to his other duties, such as Vance AFB news, editor of the VAFB 
Scoop, a couple of sports columns per week, Jeff is best known for his 
column which appears three times a week in the News and Eagle. No subject 
is sacred to him – his topics range from poignant family memories to political 
themes and satires, and he is not afraid to take humorous pokes at himself 
and others.  
 
Referring to Jeff’s title as Senior Writer, he quips: “This basically means I’ve 
been there longer than everyone else.” 
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Saturday, July 26 – Sign In 8:30 AM 

Q-Spot   221 W, Cherokee 
Call Dan Montague at 242.3720 

 Sponsored by First Seniors AMBUCS  
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